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INTRODUCTJON 



Tliis annotated bibliography is eotieerned with a variety of self-eoneept measures appropriate for use 
with children from the prescliool level through the third grade. The instruments included were located 
through a search of dissertation abstracts, documents held by tlie ERIC Ch’aringliouse on Early 
Childhood Hducatiom atid the Head Start Test Collection at Educational Testing Service. It is antici- 
pated th;d this report will be revised periodically as new instruments are developed and located. 

Tlie main section of this report is preceded by a table listing the instruments in alphabetical order 
and providing the page number on whicli each may be found. The entry for each measure starts with 
tlie author and test title, followed by the source from wliich it may be obtained. Tlie annotation 
provides information cotieertiing tlie purpose of tlie instrunicjit, nature of the materials, groups for 
which it is intended, administration, scoring, interpretation, and standardization. 

Since many of these instruments are of an experimental nature or are m the early stages of 
development, all the inforniatfori desired was not always available. For example, a few instrum.ents tlid 
not have any otoeial title. At tiities, the copyright date was not provided, although it is probable that 
the author wished to protect his work fr jm unauthorized publication. Sometimes the nature of the 
population for whom the instrument is intended was not (.piite clear. Often, informatioji on reliabilit>. 
validity, and norming was eitfier missing or incomplete. In every ease, however, the author of this 
report has attempted to provide as mueli of the essential data as possible. 

This report is not intended to serve as tlie sole basis for selecting an appropriate instrument for a 
specific project. It provides a list of instruments purporting to measure self-concept, and gives a 
thumbnail description of each. As such, it can best serve to draw attention ro measures which might 
otherwise be overlooked, and to assist tlie user as an initial screening device in his search for appro- 
priate materials. However, alter the field has been naTowed down to a few likely candidates, the user 
is urged to obtain copies of all materials associated with eacli one, and to examine these in detail 
before making his final selection. 





GRADE TABLE 



Ihis table sliows the tests available and tlie grades Tor which tliey are considered suitable. 
< the tests and siipporling material will be found on the pages indicated. 
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1. Amcricaii Institutes for Researcli (AlR),//ou’ Much Like Me'.' 

Ffom: Dale \V. Dysinger, American Institutes for Rcsearcli, 135 North BeMcrietJ Aveiuie. Pitts- 
burgh. PciiJisylvania 15213 

Measures general self-concept ‘\n ehiklreji in the third tliroegh the fiftlj grades. I'his is an 
untimed, sclt-adininistered assessment instrument which inay be used iji groups. I'he child is asked 
to road a concept and llien rale, on a five-point scale, liow much it is like him. No training is 
necessary to administer the test. Psychometric data on the test is not yet available. 

2. American Institutes for Research (AIR), When Do I Smile? 

From: l^ale W. Dysinger, American Institutes for Research, 135 North Hclleficld Avenue. Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania 15213 

Measures self-concepts with regard to school, parents, and social activities. First to third 
and third to fifth grade forms are available. The test is examiner-group adminislereLl atid paced for 
the first group, self-adniiiiistered and untiined for the second. Examinees answer questions by 
cheeking a picturc-lype (faces varying in expression) graphic ralitig scale. The majority of the items 
are scliool related. The lesl-relesl reliability was .42 for 100 cases tested after 4 months. Internal 
consistency as estimated by the Spearman-Brown technique was .82 for 200 cases. Norms are 
provided for grades 1-3 (N = 150), and grades 4-3 (N = 100). 

3. [}olca, A. S., Felker, D. VV., & Barnes, M., Pictorial Self-Concept Scale 

From: Angelo S. Bolca. Institute for Child Study, University of Maryland, College Park, Mary- 
lar d 20740 

Measures self-concepl, with regard to Jersild’s categories, in children from the kindergarten 
Ihrougli the fourth grade. The test is group-administered and is iinlimed. The lest materials consi.st 
of a deck of cartoon pictures with a starred central figure. The child is asked to sort the cards into 
tliree piles according to wlielher liie starred figure is like him, sometimes like him, or not like him. 
Forms are available for boys or girls. Training is unnecessary to administer the test. Scoring is by 
hand or computer and is based on a weiglitcd sum. PCS scores distinguish students with positive 
and negative self-concepts as Judged by others. Fourlli-grade scores correlate .53 for girls. .31 for 
boys, and ,42 for the total group (Ns = 30, 33, and 63, respectively) witn Piers and Harris 
Sclf-C'oncepl Scale scores (see 22). The split-half reliability with 1 ,81 3 subjects was .85 corrected 
for length. Means by grade and sex are available. 

4. Brown, B., Brown! DS Self Concept Referents Test 

From: Institute for Developmental Studies, New York University, V/ashu^gton Square. New 
York, New York 10003 

Measures general self-concept in preschool and kindergarten children. The test is individ- 
ually administered and im limed. Testing over two days is recommended for the younger child. A 
Polaroid picture is taken of the child and he is llien asked questions about the picture. The 
different referents used are: tfie cliild as he sees himself, as he secs his mother seeing him, his 
teacher seeing him, and his peers seeing Iutu. Experience is necessary to administer the lest. Alter 
an interval of 3 weeks, tesl-relest reliability coefficients for 38 black and 36 while foiir-ycar olds 
were .71 and .76 respectively, for the '‘Self as Subject" referent. Score differences between 
cUildrcn of different socioeconomic strata have been noted, 
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5. Butler, A, L., Cliurch, M.. & Svvjyzc, M.. Sclf-Cimvept Sub-Scale of the Evaluation Scale (SCJ:S) 
Fro}}v Indiana University Bookstore, Bloomington, Indiana, SI. 2 5 (C\ 1965) 

A subscale of the Hvalmition Scale, this is a narrative-type descriptive rating scale designed 

. to measure getieral self-concept in pre.school and kindergarien cliildron. Tlie child is rated by 
judges (unlimed). Six items assess self-awareness, feelings about self, progress toward self- 
, suft'iciency. task involvcTiient, openness to new experiences, and ability to relate to others. Rating 
is on a five-point scale and some training is needed to be a \idge or rater. Psychometric data was 
not available for review^ 

6. Combs, A. W., & Soper. D. W,, Perception Score Sheet 

From; Arthur W. Combs, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida 32601 

Designed to measure general self-concept in kindergarten and first-grade children. On the 
basis of unobtrusive observations, interviews, and projc'Clive tests, an observer infers a child’s 
self-concept. The Perception Score Sheet has ten subscales: self generally, self as instrument self 
with peers, self with adults, self willi teachers, self and the school curriculum, perceptions of 
children, perceptions of adults, perceptions of teachers, and perceptions of school. Training for 
raters is necessary. Reliability of the perceptual inferences is assuiccd by the authors on the basis 
of comnum-'dities from factor analysis. 

7. Crcelman. M. B., Creehnan Self-Conceptions Test (CSC) 

From: Marjorie B. Creelman, College of Arts and Sciences, Cleveland Stale University, Cleveland, 

Ohio441 15 (C 1954) 

Measures self-esteem and social or moral standards in children 1‘rom p-eschool through the 
sixth gratle. The test is available in tliree forms and may be administered individually or in groups. 
The instrument is paced, but unlimed, arid requires 2 to 2Vi hours to administer. The test 
materials consist of 24 plate.s each containing 8 drawings. On three different occasions, the child 
IS asked to choose drawings from a plate, using different criteria each lime. Some experience is 
required to administer the test. Scoring is based on choice coincidence, A lest manual is available. 
Psychometric d itu was not available for review. 

8. Farrah, G A., Milcinis, N. J., & Reitz, W., Self-Concept and Motivation ’nvcfttory (What Face 
Would You Wcar.O 

f'rom' Person-O-Metrics, 20504 Williamsburg Road, Dearborn Heights, Michigan 48127 

Measures self-ccnccpl with regard to school (role expectation, achievement needs, failure 
avoidance, and self-adequacy). Preschool/Kindcrgarteii, Farly Hlcmenlary (1-3), Later Flementary 
(3-6) and High School forms are available. The lest is exarnincr-adininislcred to groups and is 
paced (25-30 minutes). On the Preschool/Kindergarleii and Farly Flementary forms the child 
responds to (luestions by marking on faces (Iiappy, sad, etc.) wiMi a crayon. No training is needed 
to give the test. Reliability for Preschool/Kindergarlen, Farly EiTementary, and Later Eilemcntary 
forms was calculated at .79, ,77, and .83 respectively. Grade-level quart ile norms are provided 
(N = 300-500). A test mamial and machinc-scorablc response sheets are available. 
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f-islior. J, K-. Sclf‘C{)}\icpt as a Lvumvr Scale Llvmentaiy (SCAL-l:) 

rrom: John K. Hislicr, Dcpartniciit of Psycliology. HJinboro Slate College. Pdinboro. Penn- 
sylvania 16412 

Designed to measure seir-eoneept, with regard to learning in students from the tiiird 
through the sixth grades. SCAL-B purports to assess motivation, task r)rienlalion. problem solving 
ability, and class membership. The test is examiner- or self-administered to groups and is untimed. 
Tlie child is asked to determine whether statements are descriptive of him. Psychometric data was 
not available for review. 

10. FitzGibbon, A., Responsive Self-Concept Test 

From: Ann FitzGibbon, Far West Laboratory for Lducalional Research and Development, 

1 Garden Circle, Hotel Claremont, Berkeley, California 94705 

Measures, in first and second grade children, nine psycho-social factors: self-awareness, 
emotional affect, relationship with family, relationship with peers, verbal participation, approach 
to learning, reaction to success/faikire, self-satisfaction, and level of aspiration. The test is admin- 
istered to small groups and is paced. Fight test forms are available; male and female forms for 
whites, blacks. Orientals, and Mexicans or Spanish Americans. A picture of the child is needed and 
he is asked to judge whetlicr the examiner is talking about him, about someone lie knows, or 
someone he does not know. Experience is necessary to administer the test. Psychometric data on 
the test is not yet available. A teacher’s rating scale assessing the nine factors is available. 

I 1. FitzGibbon, A., & Niinnicht, G., SelfConcept Interview 

From: Ann PitzGibbon. Far West Laboratory for Educational Research and Development. 

1 Garden Circle, Itotel Claremont. Berkeley, California 94705 

Measures self-concept with regard to school and peers in school in 5- and 6 ycar-olds 
(kindcrgarte.i). Individually administered and untimed, the instrument is a partlally-stajcturcd 
interview and seeks to assess the child's perception of his cognitive skills atid his ego capacity for 
handling these skills. The interview oegins by showing the child i picture and encouraging him to 
talk about the picture. The structured part (about 20 (piestions) starts when he volunteers no 
more information. He is encouraged to volunteer more conversation after these questions are 
finished. Scoring is based on summing points from both the slmctured and ui^stnietiired portions 
of the interview. Training is needed to give the test. Correlations between test results and teaehc/ 
judgments of the child's ego resources and school success, of .45 and .02, respectively, have beeii 
noted. 

12. F ry in ie r , J . , Faces Scale 

From: Jack F'ryniicr, School of Education, Ohio State University, Columbus. Ohio 4.^210 

Assesses self-concept with regard to school, social relationships, physical ch'velopmcnt, 
home life, and situations, in ehildr^m from the first tliroiigh the third grade. The lest is groLip 
administered and is paced. The child is asked to check the face, eitlier a sad or happy one. which 
best expresses his feelings about a given situation. No training is necessary to administer tlie test. 
Psychometric data was not available, 
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13. Gordon, 1. i.. How /See Myself Seale 

From: Ini J. Gordon. Director, Institute Cor Devclopniont of Nuturdl Resources, C'oMoge of 
Education, University of F-lorida. Gainesvilie. Florida 32601. Manual available from the 
Florida Lducational Research and Developnicjit ('uuncil. College of Fducation. University 
of Florida, Gainesville. Florida 32601. for SI. 00, 

Designed to measure self-concept with regard to body, peers. teaclK'rs. school, ami 
emotional control in childreti from the third through ihe sixth grade felenicntary form), The test 
is self-administered and iintimed. The test assumes tliat selCconcept is i\ot a unitary trait, but has 
a factor stnictLirc, Test items ret]uire the child to respond to bi[iol;ir statements on a scale from 1 
to 5. No training is necessary to administer tlie test, Test-relcsl relieuility for 34 tlnrd graders was 
.78 for the total score. Norms are provided for grades 3-1 2 by sex. race, and social class, 

14. Helms. D.. Moltlioiise, N., Granger. R. L.. Cicirelli. V. G,, (ooper. W. H., Children's Self- 
Coneept Index (CS(T) 

From: Westinehouse Learning Corporation. lOG Park Avenue. New York, New York (C, I /68) 

Modeled after Meyerowit/.’s test (see 20). this instrument measures peer acceptance at 
home and in school in children from first tlirougfi tfie third grade. The lest is group adminlslere l 
and untimed. CSCi consists of 26 pairs of stick figures with corresponding pairs of statements 
(one favorable and the other unfavorable). For each item, the child selects the figure (and 
statement) most like himself. Training is unnecessary to administer the test. Internal consistency 
c'^efficient was .80, computed on a sample of 100 second-grade pupils, Test-retest reliability 
obtained after a 2-week period was .66. Rank older correlations of ^:co^cs wit!i tcaclier ratings of 
the child’s sclf-concc]U for 4 ditferent classrooms were .41,. 60, .20, and .40. Standard'^ation data 
from a sample of 1,900 disadvantaged chiklren in the first, second, and third grades from 9 
geographic areas is available. 

1 5, Levin, L. Y., & Lafferiy, J. C., The Measurement of Self-Conecpt in Kindergarten Children 

From: Research Coneepls^ 36176 Rarkdale, Livonia, Michigan 48 1 50 (C. 1967) 

Measures general self-concept and non-self-concopl in kindergarten c'aildren, 1 he test is an 
untimed, examiner-administered group measure. There are sixteen separate administrations, each 
approximately one week apart, at which the children are asked to draw a picture spontaneously, 
based on eight non- self and eight self-concLpt topics, Some of the pictures ar ‘ drawm after the 
children have listened to a story, looked at a cartoon, or seen a movie; others are not. Suggestion^: 
for the stories, cartoons, and movies which act as stimuli are provided. Crayons and construction 
paper are needed to take the test, Fxperience is needed to admmislcr the test. A test manual 
which includes score frettuency distributions, information on validity studies done to date, and a 
discussion on reliability is available. 

16. Liddlc, G. P., Self Concept I/isfrunjcnf-A Learner Seale 

From: CJordon Liddle, West Fiucation Annex, University of Maryland. College Park, Maryland 



Designed to measure self-concc[d with regard to learn itig in children from the third 
through the sixtJi grades. The test is examiner- or self-administered to a group and is imtinicd. The 
students are asked to judge whether 36 statements are or are not true of them. No training is 
needed to give the test. Nineteen students, given the test twice at an internal of three weeks, 
marked 79.5 per cent of the items in the same fashion. Although reliability estimates are based on 
small samples, the test di.^criminates between students nominated as having high and low self- 
concepts. 
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1 7. Long. B, H,. Uoiuicrson. H, U. Sc ZsMcr, R. C'.. ChUdrcn's Sclf'Social ConUructs Tests fC'SSCT) 

luinumd H. Henderson, The Rcjding Study Center, College of Education. University of 

Delaware. Newark. Delaware 1971 ! (C. 1967) 

Measures social self-concept, PresLliool, primary, and adolescent fonr;S are available, Tlie 
preschool form of this altiliide test is individually adinimstered ami iiiitiincd (approximately 10 
minutes). The primi^ry form is group administered and paced (20-45 minutes). Each form is 
designed to measure self-esteem, social interest, identification, tninority identification, realism to 
si/e, and preference for otliers, while the primary form adds coiiiplexily as well, Test items consist 
of arrays of circles and other figures. A child i.s required to select a cirefe, draw a circle, or paste i]i 
a gummed circle to represent Itimsclf or some other person ajnong those presented. Certain 
aspects of the clE'd’s conceptions of hiniseli' are inferred from uJi analysis of the arrangements 
Experience is required to give tlie te:'t. A manual, presenting a we dth of psychonietrie data, is 
available. 

18. McDaniel, B. L., inferred Self-Conccpt Judgment Scafe 

frtm) ERIC Document Reproduction Sendee, P.O. Drawer 0, Bethesda, Maryland 20014. HDRS 

Price: S0.65 (microficlie), S6. 58 (hard copy), Order ED 01 9 1 24, 

An iinlimed measure of self-concept (as inferred) in children from preschool lliroiigh the 
third grade. The lest items are Likerl-type scales where raters are asked to jitdge the suidenl’s view 
of himself Experienced raters are necessary. No psychometric data has been provided. 

19. McNamara. J, R., Poterficld, C. L,, Miller, L. E. & Arnold, H. S., ChiJdren's Projective Pictures of 
Self-Concept (CPPSC) 

From: Charles L. Poterficld, Head Start Program, Dade County Public Schools, Lindsey Flopkins 

Building, 1410 N. E. 2nd Avenue, Miami, F^'loriila 33132 

Measures general development of seir-co[icept in preschool and kindergarten children. The 
test is individually adminislerej and un timed. Test materials consist of ten plates depicting 
cliildren interacting with adults or peers. In some cases the tester describes the aclio.n of the 
children in ihc picture to the subject, and in others the subject is simply prestuled with llie 
picture. In each instance, the subject is to slate which cUild in the picture is acting as ho would. 
Male and female forms of the lest are available. Some experience is required to administer the 
test. A test-retest reliability (Pearson) of .6) was obtained on 28 six-year-olds after 2 days, A 
Pearson producl-momciit correlation of .45 (N = 38) was obtained with a modified version of the 
Illinois Index of Self-Derogation (sec 20). 

20. Meyerowitz, J. H., Illinois itidcx of Self-Dcrogatiofi- Forfn 3 

From: Joseph H. Meyerowil^, Baylor College of Medicine, Texas Medical Center, Houston, Texas 



2dcasiires self-esteem in firs;- and second-grade children. Hie test is untiinod, examiner- 
administered to small groups. In each item, one of a pair of stick Hgures is deseribed in socially 
desirable terms, the other in undesirable terms, and the child is asked to pick the figure most like 
himself. Some experience is required lo administer the lest. Psychonietiie data is not readily 
available; however, see 19 above. The Cliildren's Self-Concept Index (see 14) is mcxlcled on tliis 
instrument. 
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21. New York State Kdiiealtoii Department . Test (L-SC) 

From: Louis V. DiLoren?.o, University of the State of New York. The State Hducation Depart- 
ment, OfHee of Researeli ajid I:vahiatioii, Albany, New York 

Measures self-euncept as a learner in regard to teachers, peers, and classroom niater'ids in 
preschool children. The test is individually administered and is iintimed. Test materials consist of 
drawings depicting classroom situations. Test items ask the child wliicli child in the situation is 
most like him. Four forms of the test for white males, iionwliite males, white females, and 
noiiwliite females are available. Some experience is required to give test. L-SC scores have 
been found to have low, but significant rank order correlations of .20 (N = 294) and .9 (N = 297) 
with teacher ratings of self concept. No reliability data is available. ' 

22. Piers. F. V., & Harris, D. iJ., Picrs’IIarris ChildrcfFs Self-Concept Scale (The Way I Feel About 
Myself) 

From: Counselor Recordings and Tests. Box hi 86 Acklen Station, Nasliville, Tennessee 37212 



Measures setfconcept with regard to behavior, intellectual and school status, physical 
appearance and attributes, anxiety, popularity, and happiness and satisfaction in students from 
the third through the twelfth grades. The test is examiner-administered to groups and paced 
(15-20 minutes) for grades 3-6. For older students it is self-ad ruin isle red and iintimed. The eliild 
responds yes/no as to whether statements are generally true of him. Tlie test yields scores for each 
of the six factors above. No training is necessary to give the lest. A correlation of .68 was 
obtained when scores on P-HC'S('S were compareil Nvitli those on l!ie Lipsitt’s ChildreiTs Self- 
Concept Scale. (The latter test is intended for Cirades 4-6). Validity has also been denionslrated 
by correlations with test number 3. Test-retcst reliability of .72 was obtained for 56 third graders 
after 4 months. Kuder-Richardson formula estimated internal consistency of ,90 for 56 girls and 
.93 for 63 girls in Cjrade 3. 

23. Riley, C. M. D.. Riley Preschool Developtncn ful Screening Inventory 

Prom: Western Psychological SeiviLOs. 12031 Witsliire Blvd.. Los Angeles. California 90025 (C2 

I 969) 

Measures general self-concept in preschool childrcii. The test is administered individually 
or in small grouns and is iintimed. The test is basically a variation of llie Draw-A-Man Test, but 
scored for self-coneepl. Traiidng is necessary to administer the test. A test manual is available, hut 
no psychomcvric data is provided. 

24. Rdey. J. L.. Anifnal Picture Q-Sort 

Prom: C'alvin Janssen, C'ollege of Fdiieation. Texas WomaiTs University, Denton, Texas 76204 

Measures adequacy in sex role in children from preschool through tlie third grade. The lest 
is individual^ administered .md untiined. The child is required to sort 36 animal pictures into a 
seven-category normal distribution ranging froJii ''Like le'' to "Unlike me,” Administering the 
lest requires some experience. PsyeTometric data wa*' not available for review. 
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25. Stillwell, L., Global and Specific SelfConrept Scale (Primary) 

From: Lois Stillwell, Office cf Child Study and Guidance, Akron Public Schools, 70 North 
Broadway, Akron, Ohio 44308 

Measures general self-concept and self-role in children from the first through the third 
grade's. The test may be examiner' or self-administered in a group and is paced. The test items are 
semantic differentials with points along the continuum verbally rather than numerically described. 
No training is necessary to give tlie test. Scoring is based on comparison. Psychometric data from 
the primary form is not yet available. (A form suitable for use with secondary school students is 
also available.) 

26. Thomas, W. L., The Thomas Self Concept Values Test 

From: educational Service Company, P. O. Box 1882, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49501 ; or Walter 
L. Thomas, CO/MES, Inc., 2510 Deiirpster St., Suite 1 1 8-1 19, Des Plaines, Illinois 600 1 6 
(r. 1967, 1969) 

Designed to measure self-values in children from prekindergarten through the fourth 
grade. The test ts individually administered and is untimed (approximately 15 minutes). Splitting 
the test into two sessions is recommended for prekindergart:n and kindergarten cisildren. T!:e 
measure employs bipolar adjectives to evaluate fourteen theoretical factors such c- happiness, 
sharing, male acceptance, fear of things, etc., by having the child assume the perspective of his 
mother, his teacher, his peers, and himself. A picture of the child i^. taken ar^d utilized in the test. 
Scoring provides 14 value scores and 5 self-concept scores (four referent scor^s-self, mothe*', 
teacher, and peer~and a total), Experience is required to administer the test. lesl-ret*"st reliabil- 
ities, obtained on 34 Head Start children after an interval of 9 to 14 days, ranged from .34 to .93 
for the nineteen scores; the median coefficient was .75. Internal consistency reliabilities were 
obtained from pairs of the five self-concept scales and ranged Irom .60 to .77; average correlation 
was .73. 

27. Woolner, R. B., Preschool Self Concept Picture Test 

From: RKA Publishing Co., 3551 Aurora Circle, Memphis, Tennessee 38111 (C. 1966) 

Measures general and idea! self-concepts in preschool children. The test is individually 
administered and unlimed (approximately 1 5 minutes). The testing materials consist of ten plates 
with paired pictures on characteristics which preschool children commonly attribute to them- 
selves; e.g., clean-dirty, strong-weak, sharing-not sharing, etc. The examinees are asked to identify 
which person in each plate they are, and which tfiey would lik; to be. Scoring produces a 
discrepancy score between self and ideal self; i.e., dissatisfaction with self. Some experience is 
necessary to give the test. Four forms are available: Negro boys. Negro girls. Caucasian boys, and 
Caucasian girls. Test-retest reliability coefficients were obtained ovvf 3 testing periods lor the self 
and ideal self measures; the smallest coefficients were .94 and .80 respectively. Content validity 
was determined by asking children to describe the pictures; their descriptions agreed with the 
intended representations. Item response frequencies are available. 
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